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DR. GRAHAM WOULD CARRY CRUSADE 


Evangelist Billy Graham, now preach- 
ing to nightly crowds of 16,000 to 20,000 
people in New York City’s famed Madi- 
son Square Garden, would like to carry 
his Crusade for Christ to Soviet Russia. 

The young Baptist minister previously 
has carried his crusades overseas to Brit- 
ain, Western Europe, and the Far East. 
He envisions a future trip also to Latin 
America. 

Answering questions on a nation-wide 
“Meet the Press” television program in 
the USA, Dr. Graham said he hopes that 
USSR leaders may soon permit him to 
preach the gospel in Russia. 


wm 


TO RUSSIA 


He explained that the Baptists of Rus- 
sia invited him to that country two years 
ago, but the venture did not materialize 
at that time. 

“JT would very much like to go, because 
I am convinced that the greatest revival 
in history could take place in the Soviet 
Union,” Dr. Graham said. 

At New York, crusade officials reported 
that 17,685 persons made decisions for 
Christ in the first 30 days of meetings. 
Dr. Graham says this success is due to the 
prayers of millions of Christians around 
the world. 

(Religious News Service Photo.) 











te International Perspective +;——— 


Gur Greatest Need 


Writing in the Canadian Baptist, Dr. 
H. S. Hillyer asked the question, “What 
is our greatest need?”. He says: 


Our greatest need is not more candi- 
dates for the ministry nor is it that 
we should have a higher quality of 
ministerial material. Our new men 
are as good or better than those of 
any other denomination. Our greatest 
need is not more missionary volunteers 
for our home and overseas fields. Such 
reinforcements are important but they 
are not our greatest need. A _ larger 
budget and more money is not our 
greatest need although sometimes this 
does indicate a deeper spiritual re- 
sponse. 

Our greatest need is a clearer mani- 
festation of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our own hearts and in our 
churches. The older denominations 
tend in their pride of accomplishment 
to settle back on their lees and depend 
on their smooth running organization 
and their successful budget-raising 
drives to carry them along. This is 
not good enough. Our only hope is to 
keep one thing central. We must give 
a central place to the power of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives and in our 
churches. 


Someone will say that we already’ 


have the Spirit in our midst. You are 
right and we thank God for his pres- 
ence. But are we hindering his fuller 
manifestation? Are we recognizing his 
presence and are we giving him free- 
dom to work. There was one, Jesus 
of Nazareth, who had the Spirit “with- 





out measure” (John 3:34), which seems 
to indicate that it is possible for us 
to limit the Paraclete. The wheels of 
our convention business need what 
Ezekiel saw, viz, the Spirit in the 
wheels. I do not know what this may 
mean. I only know that this is our 
greatest need. 


Missionary Giving 


Writing in the South African Bap- 
tist, H. Hellyer says: 

It is said that an “Adult Church” is 
one that is giving to missions more 
than it is spending on its own current 
expense requirements. I do not know 
how many of our churches measure 
up to this but I do know if we all 
gave heed to Malachi 3:10, there would 
be no need to resort to any appeals. 

I feel that the Rev. Andrew Murray 
is right when he says: “If the interest 
of the individual believer in missions is 
to be well pleasing to the Master, and 
a real spiritual force in the world, 
it must come, not from continual: ap- 
peals from without, but as the spon- 
taneous outflow of a heart in which 
the Spirit of Jesus is dwelling.” 

In the final issue the responsibility 
is OURS. i 

Last year the 11,107 church mem- 
bers, through their _ churches, ~ con- 
tributed! £17,890, an average of £1 12s. 
3d. per member, or a little more than 
ld. per member per day. If the aver- 
age could be stepped up to 2d. per day 
per member our missionary income 


would be doubled. 


Whee 


And a Hearty “Amen” 


Editor W. W. Bottoms of The Baptist Times, London, says: 





“Magazine editors looking for a suitable inset could not do better than use THE 
Baptist Wor.tp, the monthly journal of the Baptist World Alliance. This illustrated 
magazine gives up-to-date, interesting news from all over the world and will be read 
eagerly by older and younger people for it incorporates the BWA Youth News.” 
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Nine Groups of Baptists . . . 


OPEN DOORS IN JAPAN 


An Interview With Dr. William Axling 


HE DOORS OF post-war Japan are 

wide-open to Christianity, and while 
Baptists are making notable gains they are 
not reaching their full potential in the his- 
toric island empire. 

Such is the conclusion of Dr. William 
Axling, the missionary statesman who 
spent more than a half-century in Japan. 

Dr. Axling says that the shattering 
aftermath of World War II plunged the 
Japanese people “into a vast mental and 
spiritual vacuum. Everything they had 
lived by and lived for was gone. Both 
Buddhism and Shinto, the nation’s two 
ethnic faiths, suffered temporary eclipse.” 

This vacuum inaugurated an era of 
open-mindedness for Christian truth and 
the Christian way of life, Dr. Axling re- 
lates. “Today, hearts are open, homes 
are open, communities are open, and the 
nation as a nation is open to Christ and 
his gospel as never before.” 


14,954 Baptists in Churches 


The beloved representative of the Amer- 
ican Baptist Foreign Mission Society, warns 
however this does not mean all the Japa- 


Church officers and 
pastor of the Yawata 
Baptist Church, Yawata, 
Japan, meet together 
and study the Bible. 


Photo by Mary Lucile Saunders 
Courtesy The Commission 
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nese are knocking at the door of Christian 
churches. Neither does it mean that the 
Japanese are all ready to accept the Chris- 
tian faith. 

As of now, only one-half of one per cent 
of Japan’s 90-million people have been won 
to Christ. Baptist churches in Japan re- 
port a total of 14,954 members. 

Today’s wide-open door stands in con- 
trast to the closed and half-open doors of 
the past. Japan banned the Christian 
faith for two and a half centuries. The 
government combed the island in search 
of Christian believers, and banished, im- 
prisoned, or martyred those who refused 
to renounce their faith. Commodore 
Perry’s visit in 1854 and the treaty he 
negotiated opened the way for Christian- 
ity’s re-entrance into Japan. 


The Door Swings Open 


“Though the door was opened diplo- 
matically, it remained closed emotionally,” 
Dr. Axling who went to Japan in 1901, 
observes. There were no mass movements 
to Christianity in Japan comparable to that 





William Axling, Missionary-Statesman 


Dr. William Axling, a veteran of 53 years of mission work 
in Japan, is hailed by diplomats and churchmen alike as “the 
statesman-missionary of Japan.” The Emperor once bestowed 
on him the Second Order of Merit, and the city of Toyko 
made him an honorary citizen. 

Dr. and Mrs. Axling first sailed for Japan in 1901, and have 
been privileged, as few people, to watch the growth of Chris- ff 
tian work in that land. 

When World War II opened, the Axlings were first confined 
to their home and later placed in separate concentration camps. 
After months of internment they returned to the United States 
in December 1943. His official retirement began in 1944, but 
in 1946 he and Mrs. Axling returned to Tokyo to build a home 
in the heart of the city’s lowest section and live among the 
laboring class until 1955. He has since written two books, 


Dr. Axling 


among the underprivileged people in India 
and on the college campuses in China. 

But now, following World War II, “the 
mind and the mood and the attitude of 
Japan toward Christianity has undergone 
a revolutionary about-face,” Dr. Axling re- 
joices. “The Christian church confronts 
an opportunity in Japan that comes only 
once in a century.” 

Nine different Baptist groups on the is- 
lands are separately organized, presenting 
what the missionary terms “a badly and 
sadly broken front.” The chief exception 
to this Baptist separateness, he says, is the 
cooperation of the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety of Sweden with the personnel, 


churches and institutions of the American 


Baptist Foreign Mission Society. 


Baptists Lead in Evangelism 


“Although on many different fronts,” 
Dr. Axling explains, “Baptists in Japan 
constitute an effective segment of Japa- 
nese protestantism. In the evangelistic 
field they are out at the head of the line.” 

Most Baptist missionaries are engaged 
in frontline evangelism. The Southern 
Baptist Convention (USA) and the Japa- 
nese churches related to it are pushing a 
far-flung program opening work and plant- 
ing churches in every one of the capital 
cities of Japan’s 46 provinces, and are 
fanning out from these centers into the 
surrounding territory. 

Whereas Christianity has been an urban 
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“Japan at the Midcentury” and “This Is Japan.” 


movement in Japan heretofore, Japanese 
Baptists now are putting a heavy empha- 
sis on taking the gospel into unreached 
rural areas. This is significant in that half 
the nation’s population is rural. 


Schools and Colleges 


Augmenting their evangelistic empha- 
sis, Baptists in Japan are busy also in edu- 
cational, hospital, and publishing pro- 
grams. The Japanese have long been 
education-conscious, starting with temple 

(CoNnTINUED TO PAGE 16) 
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Executive Committee To Meet 
At Hamilton August 26-30 


The Executive Committee of the Baptist 
World Alliance will meet at Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada, August 26-30, and Dr. 
Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretary, antici- 
pates attendance of representatives from 
many nations. 

The four-day series of meetings will 
open with discussions by various BWA 
Commissions—on The Church, Religious 
Liberty, Evangelism, Bible Study, and 
World Missions. The full committee will 
then hear reports from the Commissions. 

Plans for the Fifth Baptist Youth World 
Conference in Toronto, Canada, June 27- 
July 2, 1958, and the Tenth Baptist World 
Congress in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1960 
will be primary items of discussion. 

Physicians said that Dr. Theodore F. 
Adams, Alliance president, probably will 
be able to attend the Hamilton confer- 
ences. He is recovering from a heart attack 
suffered May 8. 


Baptist Cooperation Aids 
Thousands of Refugees 


The BWA Relief Committee, headed by 
Dr. R. Paul Caudill, met in Washington 
in May. It heard glowing reports of as- 
sistance given by Baptists the world over 
to refugees needing resettlement and 
other help. 

A special committee, composed of Dr. R. 
Dean Goodwin of the American Baptist 
Convention, Dr. George W. Sadler of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and Dr. 
Frank H. Woyke of the North American 
Baptist General Conference, was named to 
bring recommendations on future relief 
activities. 

The Rev. A. Klaupiks, BWA relief co- 
ordinator, said that under the Refugee 
Relief Act of 1953, BWA assurances for 
new homes were provided for 1,511 refu- 
gees in Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Eng- 
land, Germany, Greece and Italy, 58 in 
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Egypt, Lebanon and Palestine, and 87 in 
Formosa, Hong Kong and Indonesia. 

Provisions for a total of 4,200 to come 
to USA were arranged by American Bap- 
tist Convention and the BWA. Of these 
1,577 have arrived to date. 

Refugees from the Hungarian crisis 
found a quick response from Baptists, who 
set up a rest home at Rekawinkel, near 
Vienna, and a reception center at Camp 
Kilmer, USA. A gift of 20,000 DM (about 
$5,000) came from German Baptists. Two 
carloads of clothing came from Sweden. 
Baptists in many countries responded like- 
wise. Canadian Baptists sent over $25,000 
to the Washington office. 

Of the 200,000 refugees who came out 
of Hungary during the crisis, some 300 
were Baptists. 

The flow of refugees has slowed to a 
trickle, and the future number will depend 
on world political trends and_ possible 
immigration legislation in the US Con- 
gress. 

Dr. Caudill reminds that the relief prob- 
lem still is present, however. Approxi- 
mately 200 Baptists are among refugees 
in the vicinity of Shanghai. Returnees 
from slave labor camps are appealing for 
medicine. All in all, according to Dr. 
Caudill, from 35 to 50-millions of people 
are uprooted and expelled from their 
homes and native lands. 

“What we as Baptists resolve to do in 
our continuing ministry will be determined 
by our vision and our concern for a lost 


world,” Dr. Caudill said. 


NEXT ISSUE: SEPTEMBER 


Conforming with the practice in 
years previous there will be no July 
or August issue of The Baptist 


World. The magazine is published 
ten times each year. The next issue 
should reach subscribers in early 
September. 











Dr. Dobbins Plans World Tour 


Dr. Gaines S. Dobbins, co-chairman of 
the BWA Commission on Bible Study and 
Membership Training, plans a trip through 
the Orient in connection with research he 
has undertaken for the Commission. 

Departing by air from San Francisco on 
June 10, Dr. Dobbins will visit Honolulu, 
Tokyo, Taipei, Manila, Hong Kong, Bang- 
kok, Rangoon, Calcutta, Beirut, Paris, and 
London before returning to New York City 
on August 24. 


Christian Writer’s Conferences 


The two large conventions of Baptists in 
the U.S.A. sponsor writers’ conferences 
each summer for the training of Christian 
journalists and others in the communica- 
tion fields. Southern Baptists will have 
conferences at their summer assembly 
grounds at Ridgecrest, North Carolina, 
June 20-26, and Glorieta, New Mexico, 
July 25-31. American Baptists will hold 
their conference at Green Lake, Wisconsin, 
July 27-August 3, with a writer’s workshop 
continuing until August 17. 


Africa 
Lone Missionary 


A lone Christian layman, who believes 
himself to be the only Baptist in South 
West Africa, is distributing Bibles, Billy 
Graham’s Peace With God, and other 


150 Baptists in Egypt 


Our German brother goes on to say 
Seddik Wasily Girgis, in Cairo. 


decision to become a Christian. 
Baptists and was converted. 


“He later studied for a few years in American seminaries. 
Egypt and is now the leader of the 150 Baptists scattered throughout that country. 
There are five churches in Egypt (Cairo, Fayoum, Benimazar, Sinarieh, Mished Abdullah) 
He is supported by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 


and three mission stations. 


Board (USA).” 
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A German Baptist traveling in Egypt at Easter time writes about his experiences in 
the German Baptist weekly, “Die Gemeinde.” 

During a conversation in English at the oasis Fayoum with a dark skinned Egyptian 
lad, the boy suddenly tells him that he has an uncle who is a Baptist, and that the boy’s 
entire family belongs to the Baptist church at Fayoum. 

: “A few days after I learn more about his uncle, 
He is pastor of the Cairo Baptist church, with a mem- 
bership of 16. He is glad to tell me the story of his conversion, by no means a usual 
one: While visiting the garden of Gethsemane as a Mohammedan tourist he made the 
He then walked to Jerusalem, came into contact with 






Christian literature to people in and 
around Windhoek, the capital city. 

He writes THE Baptist Wortp that he 
grew up in South West Africa but went to 
the Union of South Africa for employ- 
ment. He was converted there and then 
asked his employers to transfer him to 
Windhoek so that he could work for the 
Lord in the land whose people he de- 
scribes as “having never heard of the 
proper way of baptism, spiritually dead 
and hard at heart.” 

“Please pray and remember this coun- 
try.” he begs. 


Grenfell Honored 


The Belgian Congo government has un- 
veiled a monument to George Grenfell, 
pioneer Baptist Missionary Society mis- 
sionary to Africa, on the bank of Lake 
Leopoldville II. It commemorates Gren- 
fell’s exploration of this great lake 70 
years ago. 

District commissioner Delangaheg paid | 
tribute to the civilizing and beneficial work 
done by the BMS in that district, a work 
which has shown concern not only for 
spiritual well being of the people but also 
for their physical health and economic 
life. He pointed that new trades and 
crafts stem back to early BMS work of 
these pioneering days. 

























Baptists in Ethiopia 





Two missionaries from the Baptist Gen- 
eral Conference of America (Swedish- 


















In 1931 he returned to 
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Americans) will begin missionary work 
this summer among the Mohammedans in 
Eritrea. 

eIhis Baptist entry into Ethiopia was 
preceded by a visit last December by John 
Wilcox, foreign secretary of the Baptist 
General Conference, and missionary Jim 
Luckman, who called on Eritrean officials 
at Asmara. Later they met the Viceroy in 
Addis Ababa and gained approval of an 
entrance permit for missionaries Russell 
Johnson and his wife. 

Luckman reports: “Then His Excel- 
lency encouraged us to come quickly that 
we might help stem the Islamic advance.” 


2,602 Baptisms in Cameroons 


The 252 churches in the Cameroons 
Baptist Mission, a project of the North 
American Baptist General Conference 
(German-Americans), report 2,602 bap- 
tisms in the last statistical year, bringing 
total membership to 15,557. <A total of 
5,852 inquirers were reported. 

Operating with ten pastors, nine evange- 
lists, and 201 church teachers, the Cam- 
eroons Baptist Mission conducts 205 Sun- 
day Schools with an enrollment of 12,465. 
There are 167 active women’s groups in 
the mission. Forty-nine Christian day 
schools have a faculty of 175 teachers and 
an enrollment of 5,217 pupils. 

Dr. Paul Gebauer is field superintendent 
of the Cameroons Baptist Mission. The 
above statistics were included in_ his 
annual report to the Rev. R. Schilke, gen- 
eral secretary of the North American Bap- 
tist General Conference at Forest Park, 
Illinois. 


Girls School at Freetown 


The National Baptist. Convention, Inc., 
(USA) operates at Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, the Vine Memorial Girls School for 
underprivileged young women from kin- 
dergarten age through the _ secondary 
school level. There are more than 600 
girls enrolled and a waiting list. The fac- 
ulty and staff number 21. 

The school gets its name from the Vine 
Memorial Baptist Church of Philadelphia, 
which helps the National Convention 
finance the project. Six dwelling houses 
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TORONTO FEVER 


Excitement is growing by leaps 
and bounds as young people from 
many countries make plans to at- 
tend the Fifth Baptist Youth World 
Conference in Toronto, Canada, 
June 27-July 2, 1958. 

Correspondence addressed to 
Robert S. Denny, youth secretary 
of the Baptist World Alliance, indi- 
cates that young people will be com- 
ing in special cars and buses from 
many spots on the North American 
continent. Plans also are being 
made by individuals and by youth 
groups in various overseas countries 
looking toward the Toronto meet- 
ing. 

In many cases an entire group 
will be raising money to send one or 
two of their numbers as delegates. 
Various youth groups in the United 
States are raising special funds to 
provide scholarships for overseas 
students who need a little extra fi- 
nancial help to make the trip. 

A special folder announcing the 
conference has been prepared and 
may be secured from youth secre- 
taries of the various areas or by 
writing direct to Mr. Denny at Bap- 
tist World Alliance, 1628 Sixteenth 
Street, N.W., Washington 9, D. C., 
USA. 


on the original campus are now being sup- 
plemented by a new concrete building. 


Australasia 


Gains in New Guinea 


Reports in the Victorian Baptist Witness 
and the Australian Baptist bring news 
that after careful preparation and ques- 
tioning, a total of 865 new converts have 
been baptized in the Baiyer River and 
Lumis mission fields of New Guinea. 

This is the mission field opened by Aus- 
tralian Baptists in 1949, and was described 
in the March issue of THE Baptist WorLD. 
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Australian Leader 
Dr. Wilfred L. Jarvis, a Bible teacher 


and evangelist and former president gen- 
eral of the Baptist Union of Australia, has 


W. L. Jarvis 


Member of 
the BWA 
Executive 
Committee 


served on the BWA Executive Committee 
since he was elected vice-president of the 
Alliance at the Cleveland Congress in 1950. 

He has held many positions of trust at 
the hands of Australian Baptists. In addi- 
tion to being president general of the Bap- 
tist Union of Australia, he has served his 
own state of New South Wales as presi- 
dent of the Baptist Union of N.S.W., presi- 
dent of the Council of Churches, chairman 
of Baptist Broadcasting Committee, con- 
ductor of a weekly radio Community 
Praise service, chairman of Baptist Ad- 
visory Committee, chairman of Baptist de- 
partment of Evangelism, and director of 
the Australian Baptist Union’s Christian 
Commonwealth Crusade. 

He was founder and supervisor of the 
wartime Baptist National Service Auxili- 
ary and founder and first principal of the 
Christian Workers’ Training College, 
Sydney. 

For nearly 18 years, Dr. Jarvis was pas- 
tor of the Central Baptist Church, the first 
Baptist church organized in Australia. Syd- 
ney has a population of almost 2,000,000, 
and during the war Dr. and Mrs. Jarvis 
made the church a throbbing center for 
Christian hospitality and evangelism. 

As a writer and producer of plays, Dr. 
Jarvis gained acclaim especially for his 
original script on the life of William 
Carey. 

Dr. Jarvis gave the key-note address at 
the Baptist World Congress in Cleveland. 
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Though his term as vice-president expired 
in 1955, he was elected again to the Execu- 
tive Committee. He serves also as co- 
chairman of the BWA Commission en 
Evangelism. He has made three visits to 
USA since 1950. 


Asia 


Dr. N. C. Ghosh 


Dr. Nirmal Chandra Ghosh, the beloved 
Christian physician and outstanding Bap- 
tist layman of East Pakistan, has died. 

Born of Bengali missionaries with the 
English Missionary Society at Serampore 
College (founded by William Carey), Dr. 
Ghosh used his education at Baptist mis- 
sion schools and Calcutta University and 
Calcutta Medical School as background for 
an illustrious career in Christian medical 
service. He moved to Chandpur in 1932 
to take charge of the mission hospital op- 
erated by the Baptist Union of New Zea- 
land, and he spent the rest of his life work- 
ing either directly with the hospital or in 
private practice in Chandpur. 

He filled Baptist pulpits frequently and 
served as president of the East Pakistan 
Baptist Union and as an executive member 
of the Bengal Baptist Union. 


Advance in South Asia 


Even while south Asians celebrate the 
2,500 anniversary of Buddha’s enlighten- 
ment, the Christian community has gained 
strength and solidarity. W. C. Eadie re- 
ports in Missionary Herald that baptisms 
in missions of Baptist Missionary Society 
(Great Britain) have totaled 2,057 during 
the past year: 92 in Ceylon, 225 in East 
Pakistan, 1,740 in India. 

Mr. Eadie writes: “Most cheering has 
been a recurrence in an Orissa report of 
the words “new villages.” Here again 
there has been a going into areas that have 
only really opened up in the past few 
years, since the coming of independence to 
India, with 12 new churches established 
during the year, 328 baptisms from among 
non-Christians and 127 from the Christian 
community, and in one area baptisms in 24 
“new villages”—villages where there were 
no Christians before.” 
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Christianity Flowers 
In Assam, India 


Baptist missionaries who went to Assam, 


* in the Himalaya foothills of India, in 1836 


were told, “Don’t go there. If you do 
theyll kill you and display your heads as 
trophies.” The missionaries went there 
anyhow and now the descendants of those 
head hunters praise God and practice the 
admonition to love their neighbors as 
themselves. 

Assam Baptists are now in the third year 
of a Forward Movement which is yielding 
thousands of converts, hundreds of new 
tithers, and promises to transform living 
conditions throughout the communities of 
Assam and Manipur. 

The first year of the Forward Move- 
ment was dedicated to _ indoctrination. 
Some 420,000 leaflets went out in fifteen 
languages and three different scripts. 
There were 5,409 baptisms in the Garo 
Hills alone, and good reports from other 
areas. The second year of the Movement 
emphasized stewardship. Many new tith- 
ers were enlisted. In Manipur, Baptists 
have responded to the need for tithing in 
both paddy (gathered rice) and money. 
The third and current phase emphasizes 
the practice of Christian principles in 
home and community relationships. 

The Crusader says: “Among Assam 
Christians, their faith is not a thing apart 
to be dusted off once a week for Sunday 
morning worship; it is a compulsion that 
permeates the daily living of the individual 
and shows its effect in the affairs of the 
village.” 
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Hands Across the Sea 
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Australian Baptists, the Baptist General 
Conference of America (formerly Swedish 
American), and the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Societies are working in 
the area. Though missionary visas to the 
Naga Hills have not been procurable for 
some time, an estimated 80,000 Nagas, 
with their own leaders, are conducting a 
strong program. 


Large Congregations in 
China Churches 


A rare report from the churches of 
China has come in a letter to Miss Lois 
Chapple, secretary of the BWA Women’s 
Department in London. The letter said: 

“We worshipped with Chinese Chris- 
tians at Peking, Tientsin, Chungking, and 
Shanghai. In most places our experience 
or reports from Christian leaders indicated 
that congregations are normally between 
50 and 100 strong, but we saw much larger 
gatherings of up to 500 in Shanghai and 
had reports of them elsewhere. Congrega- 
tions with which we worshipped included 
a good proportion of young people. 

“Large numbers of churches are in use; 
27 in Chungking, 52 in Canton, 61 in Han- 
kow, to quote examples of statistics given 
to us. Some loss in church membership 
occurred when the new government came 
into power, but for the most part it was 
the ‘rice Christians’ who left, and these 
losses have now been made up. Wherever 
we went we were told that numbers are 
now increasing modestly but steadily. 
Two new churches have been built in 
Shanghai since 1949. 


Several delegates to the European Baptist Youth Leader’s Conference at Zurich were 
able to make the trip from their homes scattered across Europe to Switzerland because 


of the gifts of young people in America. 


Robert S. Denny, youth secretary of the BWA, 


said that various groups, particularly in American colleges, heard of the Zurich Confer- 
ence and took spontaneous offerings to help underwrite travel costs. 
Similarly, a couple at Gainesville, Georgia, mailed a check for $50 to the BWA 


Washington office with this explanation: 


“We feel that the future of the world depends upon the Christian youth of all nations. 
The opportunity of meeting one another and learning the truth about other nationalities 


is of prime importance. 


“Please use the enclosed check to help some young person attend a meeting in some 


country other than his own.” 
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“Next to worship, the chief activity of 
the church is Bible study. Every church 
seemed to have its week-day evening class 
or classes for this purpose and it is there- 
fore not surprising to learn that the de- 
mand for Bibles continues. The China 
Bible House which has headquarters in 
Shanghai and branches in several cities, 
has just published a new edition of the 
scriptures. It was expected that the 3,000 
copies printed might be adequate for the 
autumn season, but since 75 were sold in 
Shanghai the day before we visited the 
Bible House, demand may outrun supply. 
There is no governmental limitation on the 
number which may be printed.” 


Conventions Organized in China 


The Shantung Baptist Convention was 
organized at Tsingtao last September, it is 
reported in China Bulletin. Rev. Ch’i 
Ch’ing-ts’ai of Shanghai, chairman of the 
Baptist National Convention, was present 
to help in the organization. 

A similar Baptist convention was held at 
Shanghai in October. They reported a total 
of 1,312 baptisms in that area. The con- 
vention adopted as its official title the 
name Chekiang-Shanghai Convention of 
the Chinese Christian Baptist Church and 
named seven to its executive committee, 
including T. C. Bau, who was vice presi- 
dent of the Baptist World Alliance, 1939- 
1947. 


Asian Youth Leader 


The Rev. W. G. (Willie) Wickremas- 
inghe of Ceylon, a member of the BWA 
Youth Committee, was trained for the min- 
istry at Serampore College of William 
Carey fame in India from which he gradu- 
ated in 1943 with the bachelor of divinity 
degree. 

On his return to Ceylon he was ap- 
poinied pastor of a church near Colombo. 
During this period the Ceylon Baptist 
Council named him as a special missioner 
of the Baptist Young People’s Auxiliary. 

He was the first Baptist minister from 
Ceylon to pursue higher studies in a 
British university, Oxford 1946-49, from 
which school he won the M.A. degree. 
While in Europe he attended the Baptist 
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W. G. Wick- 


remasinghe 


Member of 
the BWA 
Youth 


Committee 


World Youth Conference in Stockholm in 
1949, where he was one of the speakers. 

He was invited back to his old college 
and University at Serampore, where he 
was the associate professor of New Testa- 
ment Greek and exegesis, and also taught 
philosophy and economics. In 1954 he was 
recalled to accept the appointment of prin- 
cipal of Carey College in Colombo. 

Mr. Wickremasinghe represented the 
BWA Youth Committee at the World 
Christian Youth Conference in Kottayam, 
India. He was on the committee to organ- 
ize the Hong Kong Conference of Asian 
Baptist Youth Leadership and was respon- 
sible for a part of the program. 

His wife is an able youth worker who 
had a course of training at Westhill, Selly 
Oak. She was the president of the 
B.Y.P.A. and is now a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the B.Y.P.A. 


Latin America 


Public Opposes Persecution 
In the State of Rio, Brazil 


More than 30 evangelical churches, a 
number of public officials, and a large 
group of Catholic citizens rallied to the 
support of the Baptist church of Belford 
Roxo, in the state of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, on May 5 after a German priest 
threatened to open fire on the Baptists if 
they held their regularly scheduled open- 
air meeting in the city’s main square. 

As a result of this stirring demonstra- 
tion of solidarity, Missionary Jack J. Cow- 
sert and the members of his church were 
able to hold their open-air meeting with- 
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Jamaican Baptists Need Help 





An earthquake which shook the island of Jamaica in early March completely wrecked 
the Mt. Carey Baptist Church and its adjacent mission house beyond repair. The Rev. 
E. H. Greaves, minister, and his family are living in temporary quarters, and worship 
is being held in the local government school building a mile away. 

“We bear testimony to the goodness of God, who in His judgments was so merciful,” 
Mr. Greaves has written Dr. Theodore F. Adams, president of the Baptist World Alliance. 
“We could have all been killed. But He took the buildings and left us that we might 
build again. With His help and leading we are determined to rebuild.” 

A minimum amount of insurance was carried on the buildings and is far insufficient 
for their replacement. The people are poor and many of them are faced with the task 


of building or repairing their own homes. 


Mr. Greaves estimates that outside gifts total- 


ling £10,000 ($28,000) are needed for replacement of the church building. Contributions 


out disturbance for the first time in several 
weeks. 

According to Missionary Cowsert, the 
Baptists’ supporters gathered in Belford 
Roxo spontaneously after a crusading 
newspaper, O Mundo, and other Rio 
papers had published accounts of the 
priest’s attacks. He said that approxi- 
mately 1,200 people attended the open-air 
meeting and that more than 30 Baptist and 
other evangelical churches were repre- 
sented. 


Argentine Baptists Meet 


Organization of the southernmost Bap- 
tist church in the world was announced at 
the 49th session of the Argentine Baptist 
Convention, meeting at Avellaneda City, 
Buenos Aires. 

The southernmost church is located in 
Rio Grande, Tierra del Fuego, 25 kilo- 
meters north of the 54th South Parallel, 
and is the outcome of work of the National 
Mission Board, which supports three mis- 
sionaries in Tierra del Fuego. The church 
has 10 local members. Rio Grande is 
2,500 kilometers south of Buenos Aires. 

Other highlights of the Argentine con- 
vention included reports that greater relig- 
ious freedom now exists in Argentina and 
the issuance of a manifesto on religious 
liberty and separation of church and state, 
in relation with an approaching national 
convention to reform the Argentine consti- 
tution. 

The 315 messengers present from 105 
churches, welcomed three new churches 
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may be sent to the church treasurer, Mr. A. R. Clarke, Anchovy, Jamaica, B.W.I. 
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into the convention, and learned they had 
achieved a record in baptisms and contri- 
butions during 1956. The Rev. Lorenzo 
Pluis, pastor of the old “Once” Church, 
was elected president. A committee on 
religious education was created. 


Ten Years in Costa Rica 


The Home Mission Board of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention first sent workers 
to Costa Rica in 1947. During these ten 
years ten churches have been established, 
attractive buildings have been constructed, 
a convention has been organized, and a 
body of national pastors has been created. 

The report says further that 85 per cent 
of the almost one million people of Costa 
Rica can read and write, and that Costa 
Rica reputedly spends three times more for 
education than for defense. 


976 Professions in Mexico 


An evangelistic campaign in the tri-city 
area of Torreon, Gomez Palacio, and 
Lerdo, Mexico, in April has resulted in 
976 professions of faith in 24 churches and 
preaching points. The plan of evangelism 
employed in this tri-city campaign empha- 
sized personal soul winning by means of 
house to house visitation. Newspaper pub- 
licity and daily radio programs also were 
used to good advantage. 

Rio de Janeiro in 1960 

Plans for the Tenth Baptist World Con- 
gress, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1960, 
will be announced in Fall issues of THE 
Baptist Wor bD. 
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Europe 


Rev. Ruben Swedberg 


One of the Baptist leaders of Sweden, 
the Rev. Ruben Swedberg, a member of 
the Swedish Parliament, died suddenly, in 
New York, Sunday, June 9, at the begin- 
ning of a planned tour of the USA. 

Following his graduation from Bethel 
Theological Seminary in Stockholm in 
1920, Swedberg was pastor of several Bap- 
tist churches, including the Bethel Baptist 
Church in Orebro which he served for 17 
years. He had been a member of the board 
of trustees of the Baptist Union for 28 
years and served as its president eight 
years. He was first elected to the Swedish 
Parliament in 1944. 

His death came as he and his wife at- 
tended services in the Trinity Baptist 
Church, a Swedish congregation in New 


York City. 


Rev. I. V. Neprash 
The Rev. I. V. Neprash, founder and 


director of the Russian Missionary Serv- 
ice, has died at his home in Philadelphia 
(USA). In addition to his direction of the 
Missionary Service, which carries on re- 
lief and personal work among Russian 
immigrants, he was serving as dean of the 
Russian Bible and Educational Institute in 
Philadelphia at the time of his death. 

Mr. Neprash formerly was pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in Petrograd, Rus- 
sia. As a result of religious persecution 
he traveled across Russia and Siberia to 
the Pacific. In Shanghai, China, he came 
in contact with hosts of Russian exiles to 
whom he ministered the gospel, thereby 
launching the Russian Missionary Service. 

An Ukrainian Russian, he began life as 
an atheist but came to accept the Chris- 
tian faith through his study of astronomy. 
The Watchman-Examiner describes Mr. 
Neprash as “a man who vicariously gave 
himself for others. Charming in person- 
ality, cultured in all his ways, accom- 
plished in widely varied parts, he will be 
missed by a host who came to love his 
modest ways.” 
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90th Anniversary for Russians 


The Rev. Alexei Karpov, pastor of 
the Moscow Baptist Church, reports 
that Russian Baptists are celebrating 
their 90th anniversary this year. The 
observance marks the baptism of the 
first Russian Baptist, Nikita Voronin, 
at Tbilisi, capital of Georgia, in 1867. 
Russian Baptists now number 512,- 
430. 


Rev. R. J. Smithson 


Death has taken the Rev. R. J. Smithson, 
one of Scotland’s most beloved preachers 
and authors, and the editor of Scottish 
Baptist Magazine, organ of the Baptist 
churches in Scotland. Dr. Smithson was 
well known on both sides of the Atlantic 
having served as pastor in Canada follow- 
ing his graduation from McMaster Univer- 
sity. He held the Ph.D. degree from Glas- 
gow University. He contributed much to 
Baptist libraries with his useful volumes, 
“The Anabaptists”, “Night Tragedies of 
Scripture,” “The Feast of Remembrance,” 
and “My Way of Preaching.” He was 
president of the Baptist Union of Scotland, 
1946-47. 

Editorship of the Scottish Baptist Maga- 
zine has gone to the Rev. Douglas Ross of 
Motherwell, a former student of the Bap- 
tist Theological College of Scotland and 
an esteemed minister. 


Baptist Union Meets 

The Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland met in London, with Dr. H. H. 
Rowley succeeding Sir Herbert Janes as 
president. Dr. T. G. Dunning was elected 
vice-president. 

The annual meeting welcomed 24 new 
churches into the Baptist Union, more 
than in any single year for a long time. 
The report listed 203,674 members in Eng- 
land, 98,500 in Wales and Monmouthshire, 
20,146 in Scotland, and 5,164 in Ireland, 
making a total of 327,484. Large gains 
were shown in Scotland as a result of the 
current “Tell Scotland” Campaign. 

Dr. Rowley, professor of Hebrew Lan- 
guage and Literature at Manchester Uni- 
versity, has long been recognized as one 
of Britain’s outstanding scholars and 
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He has been awarded eight 
honorary degrees, including one from 
Oxford University. Dr. Dunning is well 
known for his work with young people. He 
has served the Baptist Union as director 
of education, temperance and social serv- 
ice. He has been chairman of the Youth 
Committee of the Baptist World Alliance 
and a member of the BWA Executive 
Committee. 

The convention’s delegates also adopted 
a resolution urging the government to 
“make renewed and urgent efforts” to 
reach an agreement with the United States 
and Russia for a ban on the manufacture 
of atomic and hydrogen bombs, with neces- 
sary safeguards to international inspection 
and control. 


churchmen. 


Theological Educators Meet 
Representatives from Denmark, Eng- 


land, Finland, Germany, Holland, Hun- 
gary, Italy, Norway, Spain, Sweden, and 
Switzerland were present for the European 
Baptist Theological Teachers’ Conference 
at Ruschlikon-Zurich in March. Presided 
over by Drs. Josef Nordenhaug and H. H. 
Rowley, the Conference surveyed the work 
of Baptist seminaries in Europe, discussed 
the aims and curriculum of theological 
education, and sought means for closer 
cooperation among the seminaries. 


Dr. Peterson Teaches in USA 
The Rev. F. Bredahl Petersen, a well- 


known Baptist leader in Denmark, has 
been appointed visiting professor of 
church history at Crozer Theological 
Seminary at Chester, Pennsylvania, for the 
1957-58 academic year. He will be accom- 
panied by Mrs. Petersen and their two 
daughters. 

Dr. Petersen has served Baptists as pas- 


tor in Copenhagen, as president of the 
Baptist Union of Denmark, and as profes- 
sor in the Baptist Theological Seminary of 
Denmark. He was Danish general secre- 
tary for the Baptist World Congress in 
1947, 


North America 


Annual Conventions Meet 


The Southern Baptist Convention, rep- 
resenting 8-million Baptists in USA, met 
in Chicago May 28-31 and elected Brooks 
Hays, a member of the U.S. Congress from 
Arkansas, as its president. Hays is an out- 
standing Baptist layman, Sunday school 
teacher, and chairman of the SBC’s Chris- 
tian Life Commission. 

The American (Northern) Baptist Con- 
vention, representing 1.5-million Baptists, 
met in Philadelphia May 29-June 4, and 
elected Dr. Clarence Cranford, pastor of 
the Calvary Baptist Church in Washing- 
ton, as its president. 

Coincidently, Dr. Cranford is pastor of 
the church where Congressman Hays wor- 
ships in Washington. It is believed to be 
the first time in history that the two con- 
ventions have selected presidents from the 
same church. The incident is, actually, 
highly unlikely, in that only a few USA 
churches, located in borderline areas, are 
aligned with both conventions. 

The SBC adopted a record budget of 
$16.5-million for 1958, with $11-million 
going to home and foreign missions. It 
voted also to build a new seminary at 
Kansas City, Missouri, and adopted a reso- 
lution condemning violence in the nation’s 
current racial unrest. 

The ABC adopted a budget of $9.6- 
million for 1958, approved a $7.5-million 
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$5,240,745 Given in Lottie Moon Offering 


Members of the Southern Baptist Convention contribute each December to a special 
Christmas offering honoring Lottie Moon, pioneer Southern Baptist missionary to China. 
The SBC Foreign Mission Board has announced that 1956 Christmas gifts totaled $5,240,- 
745.39. This money is used for overseas causes, and is in addition to the mission board’s 
regular receipts through the Southern Baptist Cooperative Program. 
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campaign for higher education, and voted 
to borrow $3-million to start new churches. 
It also adopted a sweeping statement ad- 
vocating racial equality within the church 
and in all other areas. 


Dr. Goerner Named 


Dr. H. Cornell Goerner, professor of 
missions at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, has been named sec- 
retary for Africa, Europe, and the Near 
East of the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Dr. Goerner, who has had 22 years of 
successful teaching experience, will suc- 
ceed Dr. George W. Sadler who is retiring. 
In early life Dr. Goerner had planned to 
go to Rumania as a missionary, but later 
took up teaching instead. 


Dr. Fleming Retires 


Berkeley Baptist Divinity School, an 
American Baptist Convention institution at 
Berkeley, California, has paused to count 
its gains during the 20-year presidency of 
Dr. Sandford Fleming, who retired at the 
end of May. 

Since Dr. Fleming went to Berkeley in 
1937, enrollment in the seminary has in- 
creased from 73 students to 178 students; 
the number of permanent educational 
buildings has increased from one to four; 
and the two frame buildings for housing 
of married students have been replaced by 
four modern apartment buildings. There 
now are 11 full-time faculty members as 
compared to five in 1937. 

Dr. Fleming is being succeeded as 
president by Dr. Ralph M. Johnson, who 
has been general director of the Council 
on Missionary Cooperation at the Conven- 
tion’s headquarters offices in New York. 
The new president is the son of the be- 
loved Dr. C. Oscar Johnson of St. Louis, 
former president of the Baptist World 
Alliance. 


Chinese Pastor Chosen 
The First Baptist Church of New 


Brunswick, New Jersey, has chosen a 28- 
year-old Chinese minister, the Rev. Rich- 
ard Chen, as its pastor. 

Mr. Chen, the son of a banker and in- 
dustrialist, became a Christian in 1948. He 
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DR. JOHNSON’S CHURCH—Dr. C. 
Oscar Johnson, past president of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance, is in his 27th year as 
pastor of the Third Baptist Church of St. 
Louis, Missouri. During 1956 the church 
received 343 new members, 123 by bap- 
tism, and had a membership of 5,283 as 
the new year began. Contributions to 
current expenses totalled $206,630, and 
to missions, education and benevolences 
$128,750. Dr. Johnson spent four 
months of the year, May to September, 
in Australia preaching 112 times in 102 
days. 





is a graduate of St. John’s University in 
Shanghai where he earned the A.B. degree 
at the age of 20, and also has attended 
Melbourne College of Divinity in Australia 
and the Baptist College of Victoria, Aus- 


tralia. At the same time he served as a 
home missionary in Australia. 


Texans to Toronto 


Baptist students at Texas A. & M. Col- 
lege already have plans to take a “station 
wagon load” from that campus to the Bap- 
tist Youth World Conference in Toronto 
next summer. In addition, Cliff Harris, 
Baptist Student director on the campus, 
says that financial planning is underway 
in an effort to sponsor some young person 
from abroad, helping pay travel and other 
expenses to the Toronto meeting. 


Church To Be Restored 


A $500,000 repair and restoration pro- 
gram is slated for the historic First Bap- 
tist Meeting House at Providence, Rhode 
Island, as the result of a gift of securities 
from John D. Rockefeller, Jr., American 
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philanthropist. The building was erected 
originally in 1775. 

The religious, architectural and historic 
significance of the old meeting house is 
reported to have prompted Mr. Rocke- 
feller to help the church preserve the 
building. In addition, he wishes to retain 
it in the tradition of Brown University, his 
alma mater, which uses the meeting house 
for its graduation exercises. 


Salt Lake Baptists Multiply 


During the past 10 years First Baptist 
Church of Salt Lake City, Utah, has 
quadrupled its attendance, increased its 
budget eight fold, and erected an $800,000 
edifice. Dr. Fenwick Talmage Fowler is 
in his 11th year as pastor of this great 
church and has welcomed 2,000 new mem- 
bers since going there. 


Seventh Day Baptists 


Denominational publications were em- 
phasized at the annual Ministers Confer- 
ence of the Seventh Day Baptists, April 
29-May 2 at Westerly, Rhode Island. 
Among Seventh Day Baptist publications 
is a very fine weekly, The Sabbath Re- 
corder, edited by Leon M. Maltby. 


Personal Evangelism Urged 


“High church membership” at a time 
when “the disintegration of life is at its 
lowest ebb” has been described as “the 
irony of the American religious situation.” 

Dr. Jitsuo Morikawa, new secretary of 
evangelism for the American Baptist Con- 
vention, told church leaders assembled at 
Green Lake, Wisconsin, that the nation 
needs a style of evangelism consistent with 
the heritage of American Baptists. He 
pled for soul liberty, and declared that 
“we must be sure there takes place in the 
human soul a spiritual regeneration. There 
must be a visitation from God, a judg- 
ment, a repentance, a conversion.” 

Summarizing his philosophy of evan- 
gelism, Dr. Morikawa. called for redis- 
covery of the theology of evangelism, the 
centrality of preaching the redemptive will 
of God, a style of evangelism consistent 
with our heritage, and appreciation for 
evangelism that sends laymen two-by-two 
to challenge men to accept Christ. 
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Aggressive Pastor 


Dr. J. D. Grey, who has just observed his 
20th anniversary as pastor of the First 


Baptist Church, New Orleans (USA), was 


J. D. Grey 


Member of 
the BWA 
Executive 
Committee 


made a member of the BWA Executive 
Committee at the Cleveland Congress in 
1950. He is a member of the BWA Com- 
mission on Religious Liberty. 

Born in Kentucky, Dr. Grey holds de- 
grees from Union University and South- 
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
with honorary doctorates from Union, 
Louisiana College, and Baylor University. 

He served two terms as president of the 
He was 


Louisiana Baptist Convention. 
elected president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1951, and being 44 years of 
age was the youngest man ever to lead the 
convention which then numbered 7,500,- 


000 members. During his two years as 
SBC president he visited 19 foreign coun- 
tries and travelled 133,820 miles. He vis- 
ited Europe and the Middle East in 1955. 

During his 20 years at New Orleans, 
active church membership has grown from 
1,536 to 3,664, and Sunday school enroll- 
ment from 867 to 2,305. In 1954 his church 
completed a new edifice costing $1,650,- 
000, with an auditorium seating 1,800. He 
preaches to large congregations three 
times each Sunday. 

Dr. Grey is at present a member of the 
executive board or. committee of every 
Baptist body with which his church is 
affliated: New Orleans Baptist Associa- 
tion, Louisiana Baptist Convention, South- 
ern Baptist Convention, and the BWA. He 
also is president of the New Orleans Fed- 
eration of Churches. 
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Koshien Baptist Church, Kyoto, Japan 


schools operated by Buddhist priests many 
centuries ago. The government launched 
a modern educational! system in 1873, pro- 
viding six years of elementary education 
for every child, male and female. 








Baptists have established in Japan a 
series of Christian schools on the junior 
high, senior high, and college level. There 
also are institutions for the training of 


Christian workers. About 13,000 students 
are enrolled in these Baptist schools. Some 
Baptist groups also are cooperating units 
in the Woman’s Christian College in 
Tokyo and the International Christian 
University. 

Dr. Axling reports that though Baptists 
have been slow in Japan to follow Christ’s 
lead in the ministry of healing, both the 
Southern Baptists and Conservative Bap- 
tists (USA) are making amends for that 
neglect by inaugurating new medical 
projects. 


97.2 Per Cent Literacy 


Japan’s literacy has registered a new 
high among the nations, and 97.2 per cent 
of the people are literate. Dr. Axling says 
the people also are inveterate readers. The 
Japanese Baptist Convention, affiliated 
with Southern Baptists, is meeting this 
challenge by producing and distributing 
Christian literature on a large scale. 

Looking back over his 53 years in Japan, 
Dr. Axling regrets that “Baptists in Japan 
were late in stressing the need of building 
a strong indigenous leadership.” “Conse- 
quently,” he concludes, “they fall short 
when it comes to their numerical strength 
in churches and church membership. They 
are playing a significant role, however, in 
the total protestant impact on the nation. 

“The hour calls for a great forward 
thrust so that the present unparalled op- 
portunity will not go by default.” 
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